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The Friends of
Fort Totten Parks
Annual Meeting
October 17,2016 i 7 PM

The meeting will be held in
the Parks Department
Building.

Agenda
t he

New & old business

What 0s

new at Fort?

4th of July Fireworks !

The 2nd Annual Fourth of July Fireworl
will be held again this year. Sponsored t

Paul Vallone details of the event can b
found on t he Counc
you there ! http://paulvallone.com/
| SPRING- | « N, 11,1

FINALLY ! (Sort of ® maybe)
Yes, it was by all accounts a

noot

-~ 77T T Nbout like”
LOOK there are things blooming !

L | t

Mystery Yacht Sinks Off Fort Totten
40.47 North x 73.46 West

Those driving back and forth on the Cross
Island Parkway just to the south of Fort Tot
ten probably noticed a lone, single sailboat
. | at anchor during the Fall and early Winter
| months this past Fall.
Sadly, the vessel sunk in the latten
2 | part of last year but now more is known

Winter/Spring 2016

Northeast Queens Comfort

Remini scent of either a 195
srytogean lingly the new comfort station dropped her an-
chor in Little Bay Park to the cheer of a handful of elected
officials and onlookers. The (now) 10+ year project was
s)ponsored by NY State Senator (then NYC Councilmem-
ber) Tony Avella. It is a welcome addition to the park and
is located just as you enter the newly expanded parking lot
(funded by former Rep. Gary Ackerman) We at the
Friends ef Fqut Totten..Parks have lobbied for this restroom

. for quite a while and thank the elected officials for seeing

.our,request become a.reality.

FAMILY FUN DAY i 2016

Saturday i June 18, 2016
12 noond 3 pm
Location: The Parade Grounds
@ Fort Totten

he £1gasedpin us for g fup afteynoon of

about the boat. N a
was once owned by 0
Ship Sixo a Conne

program for teenagers . The boat was re-
sold in again 2010 by the organization .
With very little further information the an-
swer to why she sunk there- will remain a
mystery .

See page 3

| e Activifiésiin€ltiding games, crafts,
C I cut ased e uc t9onal
medical screening, pet microchipping,
demonstrations and more !

Fort Totten Is Not Just Another Park

~

Altoés oOur o Park



Tibbetts Brook Park Neither rain, nor s

Is one of the first parkfi =
developed by Westchester Cou
This 16%acre park offers many rel§iss
reational activities throughout ti
year and hosts ethnic celebratiof
fairs and festivals during the suie

ooof Will stop a retired New York City Detective

¥ | (and our own Co PresidentfiJoe Branzetti )

from apprehending a burglar after noticing

him breaking into his ne

Joe was at home when he noticed a sus-
mer months.

The first largescale recreational development by the coun ICIous man In the rear a neighbors houlse'
this property was named for George Tibbet, a local pioneer sediee heard the house alarm sound and his Po-
during the colonial period. Because his descendants were roydiises instincts kicked in .Not
during the Revolution, the property was confiscated and sold by {f2g/ing the time to don
state. Tibbetts Brook, is a stream that flows from the Park and
vanishes at the south end of a lake in Van Cortlandt, near 242n es or grab a cell phone,
Street . The brook flows into Ol?ﬁar?%qoélt”?erPé“%k ca
mestic wastewater, along with storm water that drains from| §f0r of his house and gave
streets. Eventually, the brook water and sewage are pumped to 4 petsuit. Running through
ment plant on Wards Island. Just the clean water from Tibbetts Brijp& streets of his neighbor-
alone contributes close to two billion gallons of water per year. THEOd he eventually appre-
arrangement is a century old; no one today would send bi"iorsh%fndéd the bad ith
gallons of clean water into a treatment plant. guy wi .

There is a proposal to rthehelp olgangoodiSamaliz  br ook back a
groundd meaning to take it out of the culvert feeding into the seuién and used a cel phone from a passing
system, and instead send the brook along a newly created channeSthaitation Truck to notify the local Police Pre-

betts Brook was dammed up by the Van Cortlandt family to creat@ . s
source of power for its millworks. After flowing over the dam, th Lﬂgla“es and was wanted by local authori

brook then meandered south, eventually reaching the Spuyten DJi&#- JO€ received an award from The New
Creek, where the Harlem and Hudson Rivers met at the northern¥¥@gk Police Community Council for being the
of Manhattan island. The Spuyten Duyvil creek was replaced byéghe Cop o f t he Mont ho. Our
Harl em River Ship Canal, t houghdthadnhles tcJoe. e kd6s name survives
maps. The original path of the brook has been built over, but it en-
dures in street names like Tibbett Avenue.
The NYC Parks Department & the EnvironmentaPhoto credit is given when known. Other photos used are
Protection Agency are studying how to bring more of the streanirom the internet and believed to be in the public do-
above ground through Van Cortlandt Park. Absurd as it seem togmain. Please notify us if otherwise and we will either
pump billions of gallons of clean water to a treatment plant miles  attribute credit or remove the photo.- Ed.
away, the cost of doing anything else might also be prohibitive.

Sources,

The NY Times , Jim Dwye® February 16, 2016

AAn Underground Brook, Gallons of Sewage and a Cerfuryd
Tibbetts Brook Park Website
http://parks.westchestergov.com/tibbediteok-park

BAYSIDE MILK FARM Efu“;'i:
euiiing o 5= Panera
. * ' ? ECHICAGD dRiLL E E??Hﬁmg:d @

e - i - Join'the Uno Ineder's Cub boday! TEL: T18. 57848900 Bayside (718)423-7600

P L Mo B R UTD LSO FAN: H&. 270 8144
Bayeide, NY 11361 Fax MB 27021 | “Sasatedus T Bay Terrace Shopping Center
DohertyInc.com
wwewi baysidemilkfam.com WA LITeSeS . Do
.
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Neture Corner

Seagulls

Commonly called
oGul | so,
are known and
seen over most
of the planet.
There are dozens
of varieties of
gulls but they all
share some com-
mon traits.

For the most part, gulls are scavengers who live
along coastlines always in search of a free meal. In the
summer, they cruise on air thermals looking for small
crabs, starfish and food left behind by others. They are
very good at spotting food. If you want to test this theory
out, toss some bread up in the air near a coastline and see
how long it takes for the gulls to show up !

The most common gull around our neck of the
woods is the Herring Gull. A medium sized bird,they are
usually gray with white trimmings. Gulls have the ability to
drink either salt or fresh water as they posses a gland that
allows them to excrete salt through their nostrils and main-
tain their electrolyte balance. They can & often are noisy
birds, wailing or squawking , especially when arguing
about food they try to steal from one another. Webbed feet
help them swim on the surface quickly.

Most gulls breed once a year and are monoga-
mous. Their breeding season lasts@5 months and usu-
ally lay 3 eggs per clutch. Incubation lasts between 22 &
26 days . When born, baby gulls are brown in color and
change to the typical white within 2 years and reach ma-
turity. Gulls can live to a ripe age and have been known to
live up to 50 yrs. They are a resourceful and intelligent bird
using complex means of communicating and have a highly
developed social structure. Gulls have been known to
regularly attack and mob a wouldbe intruder. Gulls have
also exhibited 06tool use
bread as bait to catch small fish. Feeding the gulls near
the water can be a fun if not a hair raising pastime !

Dog Costume Contest!

Dress up your dog in his/her
Ebest costume and join us at the
Little Bay Dog Run on

October 30, 2016
10 AM _ 12 noon

Guest Judges !
Awards for best costume!

“& /\“ »(
b:tg\\ ®\ o

Snapper Fish Derby @ Bayside Marina

Saturday i August 27 , 2016 - 10 AM

** EREE**  Fishing event for kids *** FREE ***
(Rain or Shinéfree loaner rods & reels)

Sign in begins at 10 AM &
Fishing begins at 11 AM
PRIZES / GIVE AWAYS
RAFFLES

Sponsored by the
Bayside Anglers Club

http://baysideanglers.com/

b €

Officers of the Friends of Fort Totten

Cod President
Cod President

Joe Branzetti
Gary Forster

First VP Al Evans
Second VP Lily Louis
Treasurer Suzanne Finney

h ££orregpengding, Segrefaryn gPhibKonigsberg ko r

annedidibs.
OUTBACK

STEAKHOUSE®

Live Adventurous . Go Outback

23 i 48 Bell Boulevard Tel
Bayside , NY 11360 71811819 0908
www.outback.com

Ilnqel Gluh

W All baking done
= an pramizes!

Located in Baybridge Cormrmons
Shopping CGentar at
208-14 Cross lsland Parkwey
Bayeide, NY 11360
Open Monday-Friday @ & am
718.352.4048
Experience the Ultimate Bagel!
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